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JANUARY 


Prenatal Diagnosis of Open Neural Tube Defects Using the 
Amniotic Fluid Acetylcholinesterase Assay 


Amniotic fluid acetylcholinesterase assay was found a valuable adjunct to alpha- 
fetoprotein study for prenatal detection of open neural tube defects. This assay was 
especially helpful in resolving 89% of cases with amniotic fluid fetal blood 
admixture and raised alpha-fetoprotein values. 


In-Hospital Maternal Mortality in the United States: 
Time Trends and Relation to Method of Delivery 


A study of maternal mortality in 3 nonconsecutive vears concluded the risk of 
death from cesarean delivery to be not less than twice or greater than 4 times that 
from vaginal delivery 


Premature Rupture of Membranes and Spontaneous Preterm 
Labor: Maternal Endometritis Risks 


Deliveries analyzed for maternal infection risks associated with premature rupture 
of membranes (PROM) revealed risk of endometritis to be significantly greater in 
preterm deliveries, with or without PROM, implying infection is etiologic in 
preterm labor 


Role of the Cervix in the Induction of Labor 


Induction of labor by effecting cervical changes via laminaria, amniotomy, oxvtocin 
infusion, or Foley catheter was studied. Only the administration of oxytocin 
influenced the induction-to-delivery interval, suggesting there is a need for 


coexistence myometrial changes 


Serial First Morning Estriol Determinations in Evaluating the 
High-Risk Obstetric Patient 


lhe efficacy of estriol determination using serum estriol and first morning urine 
specimens rather than 24-hour samples was evaluated. First morning specimen 
values were comparable to 24-hour values, and are obtained more simply and 


rapidly 


A Perinatal Approach to the Diagnosis and Management of 
Gastrointestinal Malformations 


rhe incidence and perinatal outcomes of a series of gastrointestinal anomalies 
diagnosed prenatally by ultrasonography are detailed. Forewarning the obstetrician 
of potentially correctable fetal anomalies increases chances for long-term neonatal 
survival 


Ultrasound Timing of Human Chorionic Gonadotropin 
Administration in Clomiphene-Stimulated Cycles 


Ultrasound examination of follicular development was used to time hCG therapy in 
women who had not ovulaied while receiving clomiphene. Pregnancy rates were 
improved as compared with those of cases in which hCG injection had been 
empirically timed 


Evidence of Excessive Androgen Secretion by Both the Ovary 
and the Adrenal in Patients with Idiopathic Hirsutism 


Findings of a study on idiopathic hirsutism support previous evidence suggesting 
excess androgen secretion by both the adrenals and ovaries. Possible therapeutic 


utility of dexamethasone and estrogen-progestagen is addressed 


Pituitary Response to Luteinizing Hormone—Releasing Hormone 
Analog at Sea Level and High Altitudes 


Peak responses to subcutaneous LH-RH did not differ at sea level and at high 
altitudes for men and women. Response to LH-RH analog was significantly greater 


for men and women at sea level than for people at high altitudes 
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The Treatment of Vaginismus by the Gynecologist: An Eclectic 
Approach 


Successful treatment of vaginismus was effected in 13 of 14 patients within 3 to 4 
weeks through gynecologic counseling, systematic in vivo desensitization, and 
supplementary home assignments. Neither mechanical dilators nor hymenotomy 


was employed 


Chronic Ectopic Pregnancy 


As a result of its confusing clinical presentation, chronic ectopic pregnancy often 
remains undiagnosed until exploratory laparotomy. Review of experience 
delineates the clinical characteristics and surgical features that differentiate chronic 


ectopic pregnancy from more common forms of ecotopic gestation. 


Medical Treatment of Urethral Prolapse in Children 


Five premenarcheal female children were successfully treated for urethral prolapse 
with antibiotics, estrogen cream, and sitz baths. Lack of recurrence suggests that 
urethral prolapse in children can be managed without surgical intervention 


Partial Moles: A Clinicopathologic Study of 25 Cases 


Histologic reevaluation of 72 complete and partial moles indicated the latter to be a 


distinct clinicopathologic entity that can be suspected and confirmed even without 
cytogenetic analysis 


Hydatidiform Mole and Gestational Trophoblastic Disease in 
Southern Connecticut 


Human chorionic gonadotropin titer was found to be the only valid discriminator 
for initiating chemotherapy in patients with nonmetastasized hydatidiform mole, 
provided the patients were followed closely. All patients but 1, who had 
metastasized disease, attained remission 


Histologic Variants of Cervical Involvement b,, Endometrial 
Carcinoma 


Patterns of tumor involvement of the cervix in stage Il endometrial carcinoma were 
studied to assess respective prognoses and to trace disease spread. Spread by 
contiguous surface extention occurred less often than spread via tissue spaces ot 
lymphatics 


Stage I Borderline Ovarian Tumors 


Patients with stage | borderline ovarian tumors were treated with adjuvant 
radiotherapy or chemotherapy or with surgery alone. As only 1 patient, who had 


adjuvant therapy, died of disease, treatment with surgery alone seems adequate 


Paraaortic Lymph Node Evaluation in Stage I Endometrial 
Carcinoma 


As but 1 patient with stage 1 endometrial adenocarcinoma and paraaortic node 
metastasis had poorly differentiated tumors or deep myometrial invasion, 
paraaortic lymphadenectomy or lymph node biopsy during primary surgery is 
recommended for patients with poorly differentiated tumors or deep myometrial 


invasion 


Urethral Pressure Profiles Following Radical Hysterectomy 


Bilateral nerve transection at radical hysterectomy may result in damage to the 
sympathetic (hypogastric) and parasympathetic nerves, causing postoperative 
problems with micturition. Such disturbances cre less common when the plexus 
pelvicus is completely preserved at hysierectomy. 
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Instruments & Methods 


Management of Condylomata Acuminata with the Carbon 
Dioxide Laser 


A high overall success rate was achieved in the treatment of condylomata 
acuminata of the lower genital tract and perianal region with the carbon dioxide 


laser. This method is precise, permits rapid healing without scarring, and is safe for 
use during pregnancy. 


Levator Ani Transposition for Anal Incompetence Secondary to 
Sphincter Damage 


An operative procedure is described in which the levator ani muscles are 
transposed anterior to the rectum to correct anal incompetence due to sphincter 
damage. In 3 of 4 patients good sphincter function resulted 


Retropubic Vaginopexy for Correction of Urinary Stress Incontinence 


113 


Using a specially designed 3-hole ligature carrier needle, the vaginal wall was 
suspended from the anterior rectus fascia to correct urinary stress incontinence. 
Complications included postoperative urinary retention and infection; however, 
overall cure rate at follow-up was excellent. 


Case Reports 


Pseudocyesis: Pituitary Function Before and After Resolution of 
Symptoms 


Pituitary function was evaluated with hypothalamic peptides and dopamine 
receptor agonists in a patient with pseudocyesis. Results suggest that the cause of 
the amenorrhea of pseudocyesis is suprahypophyseal. 


Clofazimine in Pregnancy Complicated by Leprosy 


The maternal and fetal effects of oral clofazimine in the treatment of leprosy have 
not been well documented. The 2 pregnancies studied, which were successful, and 
a review of the literature stress the need for additional data and careful 
managment. 


Acute Bacterial Endocarditis with Postpartum Aortic Valve 
Replacement 


A pregnant patient with acute bacterial endocarditis involving the aortic valve 
underwent emergency valve replacement after premature delivery of her infant by 
cesarean section. The importance of hospitalization and complete evaluation of 
patients who may have endocarditis is emphasized. 


Association of Hypoparathyroidism and Successful Pregnancy in 
Kidney Transplant Recipient 


Study of a pregnant kidney transplant recipient with hypoparathyroidism revealed 
that maternal hypocalcemic tetanic seizures occur with increasing frequency during 
the third trimester. Administration of calcium and vitamin D derivatives, 
acceleration of fetal pulmonary maturity, and early delivery are recommended. 


Treatment of Recurrent and Persistent Germ Cell Tumors with 
Cisplatin, Vinblastine, and Bleomycin 


Treatment of 4 patients with cisplatin, vincristine, and bleomycin is discussed; in 3 
complete remission was achieved. This combination can be effective after previous 
chemotherapy. Use of the regimen for germ cell tumors requires further study. 


Death Following Puncture of the Aorta During Laparoscopic 
Sterilization 


Puncture of the aorta by a Veress needle resulted in the death of a patient 
undergoing laparoscopy. To prevent such complications, proper techniques for 
needle and trocar insertion are suggested. Early recognition and treatment of major 
vessel lacerations may prevent death. 
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FEBRUARY 


Vaginal Delivery in Patients with a Prior Cesarean Section 


Review of the safety and probability of vaginal delivery after prior cesarean section 
includes factors influencing the probability of safe vaginal delivery and uterine 
rupture, proper labor management in patients with prior cesarean delivery 
undergoing a trial of labor, and financial considerations. 


Cefoxitin Serum and Uterine Concentrations Following a Two- 
Gram Intramuscular Dose 


Concentrations of cefoxitin in serum and uterine tissue of premenopausal women 
following vaginal hysterectomy were measured. Results suggest that 2 g of 
preoperative cefoxitin intramuscularly offers effective microbial protection against 
major pelvic infection for at least 3 hours 


Eclampsia II. Clinical Significance of Laboratory Findings 


Laboratory findings in eclamptic and healthy women were compared to discern if 
any test was predictive of maternal or neonatal outcome. Eclamptic patients often 
exhibited altered hepatic and renal function values, yet no value seems predictive 
of outcome. 


Lumbar Epidural Analgesia to Improve Intervillous Blood Flow 
During Labor in Severe Preeclampsia 


Lumbar epidural block significantly improved blood flow in preeclamptic 
pregnancies and is more beneficial than segmental epidural analgesia in toxemic 
labor 


Bacterial Growth-Inhibiting Activity in Polyhydramnios 


Amniotic fluid from patients with polyhydramnios was found to have full 
antibacterial capacity. The inhibitory property possesses characteristics similar to 
those previously described of a phosphate-sensitive inhibitor. 


Relaxin in Normal and Pathogenic Pregnancies 


Serum relaxin concentrations studied throughout pregnancy, though similar in 
normal singleton and twin pregnancies and in toxemic pregnancies, proved 
significantly lower in post-term gestations and in women with premature labor 


Umbilical Cord Cortisol and Arterial pH Levels in Spontaneous 
and Induced Labors 


Evaluation of free cortisol levels in umbilical cord plasma and of umbilical artery 
blood pH reveals that, in both spontaneous and induced labors, full-term human 
fetuses react readily to intrauterine hypoxia and acidosis by increasing secretion of 
endogenous cortisol 


Light and Electron Microscopic Correlation of Human Amniotic 
Fluid Cells in Late Pregnancy 


Oxazone-stained amniotic fluid sampies were examined cytologically to assess fetal 
maturity. Light and scanning electron microscopy showed the cytoarchitecture of 
cells indicating immaturity to differ from that of cells indicating maturity, thereby 
revealing that these cells differ in ultrastructure 


A Study of Placental Transfer Mechanisms in Nonhuman 
Primates Using ['*C]Phenylalanine 


Radiolabeled phenylalanine infusion into the circulation of pregnant macaque 
monkeys and continuous fetal sampling disclosed a significant increase of 
radiolabel in the fetal circulation by active placental transport. The slight increase 
over time in the maternal circulation suggested simple diffusion. 


Sexuality in Pregnancy: What Determines Behavior? 

A cross-cultural data base of 155 puerperal women revealed that pregnancy affected 
female sexuality similarly in all women despite individual differences in 
background. Interest in sex was noted to decline as pregnancy progressed. 
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Minilaparotomy Tubal Sterilization: A Comparison Between 
Normal and High-Risk Patients 


Experience with suprapubic minilaparotomy for interval sterilization is reviewed. 
No significant differences existed between control and high-risk patients regarding 
operative and postoperative problems, and at 1-year follow-up no serious 
complications were found or hospital readmissions required. 


Regional Planning—Effects on the Obstetrician—-Gynecologist 


A summary of 8 studies presents the generally favorable reactions of obstetricians- 
gynecologists to systems of regional planning for maternity care, describing their 
use of the system and its impact on their practices. 


Epidemiologic and Serodiagnostic Aspects of Chlamydial 
Salpingitis 


A study comparing acute chlamydial salpingitis with gonococcal salpingitis 
confirmed the major etiologic role of Chlamydia in salpingitis. Chlamydial infection 
was associated with gonococcal salpingitis in 79% of cases. Effective treatment 
necessitates examination of male partners. 


Pelvic Infection After Elective Abortion Associated with 
Chlamydia trachomatis 


A prospective study of 943 women undergoing first-trimester elective abortion 
indicated that testing and treatment for Chlamydia trachomatis before or in 
conjunction with the operation reduce significantly the risk of developing pelvic 
inflammatory disease. 


Factitious Illness in Gynecology 


Four cases of factitious or self-induced illness are described, and other cases 
reviewed. Recommendations are made for early recognition of the syndrome and 
for prompt psychiatric referral of the patient. 


Update on the Relation of Herpesvirus Hominis Type II to 
Carcinoma of the Cervix 


Results of animal studies indicate sperm to be potentially carcinogenic in cervical 
epithelium made receptive to mutagens by herpesvirus hominis type II-induced 
dysplasia or metaplasia. 


Cisplatin Chemotherapy for Disseminated Endometrial Cancer 


Although cisplatin has definite activity against advanced and recurrent endometrial 
cancer, its toxicity precludes long-term high-dose administration. To alleviate this 
problem, forced diuresis and use of lower doses in combination with other active 
agents are suggested 


Estrogen Receptors in Ovarian Epitheliai Carcinoma 
P 


Specific estrogen binding levels in ovarian. tumor cytosol protein were determined. 
Reflector levels were independent of tumor stage, histology, postoperative status, 

or patient age. Estrogen receptor levels were also not correlated with time to first 

progression of disease or survival 


After Office Hours 


Second Opinion 


The value of obtaining a second opinion is discussed in both pragmatic and 
humane terms, with an eye to individual and societal issues. 


Ideas & Actions 


Suture Materials Currently Used in Obstetric-Gynecologic 
Surgery in the United States: A Questionnaire Survey 


A questionnaire on the type and size of sutures used in obstetric-gynecologic 
surgery revealed that chromic catgut still predominates despite the advantages and 
increasing popularity of newer synthetic absorbable materials. Characteristics of the 
2 types of materials are compared 
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Case Reports 


Gonadoblastoma in a Patient with Gonadal Dysgenesis Without 
a Y Chromosome 


Gonadoblastomas in female patients without a Y chromosome are rare. A case is 
described of a woman who presented with near-normal secondary sex 
characteristics and menstruation despite having a 45,X/46,Xr(X) karyotype and a 
gonadoblastoma. 


Maternal Anticonvulsant Therapy and Hemorrhagic Disease of 
the Newborn 


Hemorrhagic diathesis attributed to severe depression of vitamin K-dependent 
coagulation factors is reported in a neonate whose mother had taken 
diphenylhydantoin and phenobarbital throughout pregnancy. Therapy and 
metabolic processes, including drug transport, are described 


Periarteritis Nodosa and Pregnancy 


Periarteritis nodosa was diagnosed prenatally and remained in remission 
throughout pregnancy and delivery in the study patient, the second documented 
case of maternal survival. Early diagnosis to establish proper treatment and control 
directly affects pregnancy outcome. 


A Genetic Male Patient with 17a-Hydroxylase Deficiency 


A patient with 46,XY karyotype, partial 17a-hydroxylase deficiency, and marked 
masculinization of the external genitalia is reported. As no vaginal poych was 
present, vaginal construction was performed through the perineum using the 
McIndoe procedure 


Ascending Herpetic Endometritis 


Transcervical ascension of herpetic cervicitis resulted in 2 cases of herpetic 
endometritis, one of which ended fatally. The histologic appearance of herpetic 
endometritis is described, and the susceptibility of patients with deficient immune 
systems is emphasized 


Intrapartum Inoculation of Herpes Simplex Virus by Fetal Scalp 
Electrode 


Systemic infection by type 1 herpes simplex virus, introduced via a fetal scalp 
electrode, resulted in neonatal death. This report confirms the lethality of this 
herpesvirus for the neonate and suggests more moderate use of fetal scalp electrode 
in a susceptible population 


Letters 


MARCH 


Treatment of Urinary Stress Incontinence with Anterior 
Colporrhaphy 


Suprapubic catheterization and polyglycolic suture material at anterior 
colporrhaphy have enabled a 91% cure rate for urinary stress incontinence 
Advantages of this primary procedure are short operating time, minimal 
complications, and capability for correcting coexistent vaginal prolapse in the same 
surgical field. 


Clomiphene Citrate Therapy of Infertile Women with Low 
Luteal Phase Progesterone Levels 


Low luteal phase progesterone levels may be responsible for infertility in some 
women; clomiphene citrate was shown to enhance pregnancy rates in a study of 69 
infertile women. 
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Increased Prolactin Response to Thyrotropin-Releasing Hormone 
in Primary Ovarian Failure 


Prolactin and thyrotropin-stimulating hormone secretion was investigated in 
patients with primary ovarian failure. Despite the low estrogen levels, these 
patients had an exaggerated prolactin response, but normal thyrotropin-stimulating 
hormone response to thyrotropin-releasing hormone. 


Use of Intravenous Premarin® in the Treatment of Dysfunctional 
Uterine Bleeding—A Double-Blind Randomized Control Study 


In the first randomized double-blind study of its kind, dysfunctional uterine 
bleeding from secretory, proliferative, menstrual, or cystic hyperplasia, as well as 
endometriosis, stopped in 72% of patients receiving intravenous Premarin and in 
only 38% of patients receiving placebo. 


Bromocriptine and Norethisterone in the Treatment of 
Premenstrual Syndrome 


A placebo-controlled double-blind study compared the efficacy of bromocriptine 
and norethisterone in alleviating clinical symptoms of premenstrual syndrome. 
Bromocriptine more effectively reduced moliminal symptoms but created more side 
effects than did norethisterone. 


Oral Contraceptives and Nonfatal Vascular Disease—Recent 
Experience 


A follow-up study of more than 40,000 healthy women revealed current oral 
contraceptive use to be associated with venous thromboembolism but not with 
stroke. There were no admissions for acute myocardial infarction. 


Luteolytic Effect of Azastene in the Nonhuman Primate 


Ability to block steroidogenesis with 4,4,17-a-trimethylandrost-5-eno[2,3,-d]isoxazol- 
17-01 (azastene) in nonhuman primates was studied in 3 models. Azastene blocked 
in vivo and in vitro gonadal steroidogenesis, revealing a new possibility of 
postcoital contraception in primates. 


A Trial of Prophylactic Cefamandole in Extended Gynecologic 
Surgery 


Perioperative cefamandole prophylaxis reduced the incidence of minor infection 
and febrile morbidity after pelvic surgery, resulting in a slightly shorter hospital 
stay than for patients who received placebo. The incidence of serious infection was 
too low to allow similar analysis. 


Pregnancy Outcome in 98 Women Exposed to Diethylstilbestrol 
In Utero, Their Mothers, and Unexposed Siblings 


Study of labor complications and reproductive capability revealed fewer viable 
pregnancies among women exposed to diethylstilbestrol in utero than in controls, 
more viable pregnancies than in their mothers, but no statistically significant 
difference between exposed women and unexposed siblings. 


Effect of Intravenous Glucose Infusion on Human Fetal 
Breathing Activity 


Intravenous bolus administration of 25 g glucose to healthy pregnant women at 32 
to 34 weeks’ gestation caused increased fetal breathing activity. The method used 
may be important in assessing fetal breathing movements in high-risk pregnancies. 
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Low Dosage Oral Contraception in Women with Previous 
Gestational Diabetes 


A study of carbohydrate metabolism in women with previous gestational (non- 
insulin-dependent) diabetes indicates that administration of low-dosage oral 
contraceptives does not adversely affect glucose tolerance post partum. 


Recurrence of Intrauterine Growth Retardation 


Subsequent pregnancies of women who had delivered a smail-for-gestational-age 
neonate were followed to ascertain recurrence patterns. Predictable patterns 
emerged for preeclamptic and chronically hypertensive patients, drug abusers, and 
patients with previous congenital anomalies. 


Late Meconium Passage in Labor—A Sign of Fetal Distress? 


Although neither alone is predictive, passage of meconium-stained amniotic fluid 
late in labor and any of several fetal heart rate patterns, combined, indicate low 
Apgar scores and a fetus at risk for asphyxia. 


Intracervical Application of Prostaglandin Gel for Induction of 
Term Labor 


A randomized, double-blind study reports that careful topical application of low- 
dose PGE; yielded significant priming effects on the cervix with a low frequency of 
side effects. 


Risks Preceding Increased Primary Cesarean Birth Rates 


In response to the rise in cesarean birth rates, clinicians and investigators must 
reevaluate antepartum and intrapartum care. Pregnancy risk factors and 
relationships of methods of management were examined among 2744 mothers. 


Nonimmunologic Hydrops Fetalis: A Review of 61 Cases 


A study of 61 cases of nonimmunologic hydrops fetalis records the associated 
congenital anomalies and emphasizes the obstetric and neonatal management. 
Improved outcome is possible, especially with earlier detection and better perinatal 
care. 


Lecithin:Sphingomyelin Ratio in Pregnancies Complicated by 
Insulin-Dependent Diabetes Mellitus 


Amniotic fluid lecithin:sphingomyelin (L:S) ratio was determined in 105 
pregnancies complicated by insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus. An L:S ratio of 2.0 
or more appears to be a reliable predictor of fetal pulmonary maturity in these 
patients 


Meperidine Metabolism in the Parturient 


Study of meperidine metabolism in parturients by gas chromatography—mass 
spectrophotometry confirms that pregnancy does not alter metabolism. Differences 
between materral elimination of meperidine and normeperidine appear substantial. 


Advanced Abdominal Pregnancy—Observations in 10 Cases 


Advanced abdominal pregnancy, a hazard of no prenatal care, requires timely and 
aggressive intervention to avert fatal complications. The disadvantages of 
methotrexate therapy for retained placenta argue against its use in the management 
of abdominal pregnancy. 
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Instruments & Methods 


Clinical Experience with Use of a Jet Injector for Paracervical 
Blocks in Office Practice 


The safety, efficiency, and ease of paracervical block anesthesia for ambulatory 
surgery, using the Med-E-Jet injector, are demonstrated and the injector is 
recommended for office use. 


Monoclonal Antibodies to Chorionic Gonadotropin: Use in a 
Rapid Radioimmunoassay for Gynecologic Emergencies 


A radioimmunoassay using a monoclonal antibody was used for a rapid diagnosis 
of pregnancy. The results were comparable to those obtained with a conventional 
rapid radioimmunoassay. 


Chemotherapy with the Modified Bagshawe Protocol for Poor 
Prognosis Metastatic Trophoblastic Disease 


High-risk patients with metastatic gestational trophoblastic disease who were 
treated by modified Bagshawe multiagent chemotherapy showed an acceptable 
remission rate and no deaths directly from toxicity. 


Case Reports 


Control of Chorea Gravidarum with Haloperidol 


Chorea gravidarum developed during the second trimester and was controlled 
effectively with haloperidol. A healthy infant without congenital malformations was 
delivered at term, and chorea did not recur. 


Meconium Granulomas in Post—Cesarean Section Patients 


Meconium spillage into the abdominal cavity during cesarean section may result in 
a granulomatous foreign body reaction with fibrous adhesions and abdominal pain. 
Sponge placement, irrigation, and gross removal of meconium particles are 
suggested for controlling contamination. 


Intrauterine Diagnosis and Management of Fetal Polycystic 
Kidney Disease 


Fetal bilateral polycystic kidney disease with absent renal function was discovered 
at 18 weeks’ gestation. The early confirmation of this diagnosis permitted 
therapeutic abortion. 


Major Complications Associated with Intrauterine Pressure 
Monitoring 


Uterine perforation by an intrauterine pressure catheter during fetal monitoring is 
described. Cesarean section was performed because labor failed to progress, not 
because of the perforation. Five other cases, in which labor management was not 
altered despite perforation, are reviewed. 


Ultrasonic Diagnosis of Prune-Belly Syndrome 

Prune-belly syndrome was diagnosed antenatally by ultrasound in 1 of a set of 
twins. The components of prune-belly syndrome are discussed and the features 
apparent ultrasonically are detailed. 
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Recognition of Diabetes Insipidus in Postpartum 
Hypopituitarism 


The pathogenesis of diabetes insipidus associated with postpartum hypopituitarism 
is hypothesized. Clinical signs by which diabetes insipidus may be recognized are 
described, as the disease manifestations are easily masked by the postpartum 
hypopituitarism. 


Cloacal Dysgenesis: Related Anomalies and Pregnancies 


A case is presented of cloacal dysgenesis and successful temporizing surgery 
producing a neorectovagina. Conception, pregnancy, and a supravesical 
extraperitoneal cesarean section were successfully completed twice, the patient 
bearing each time a normal infant who survived. 


APRIL 


Estrogen Levels in Postmenopausal Women with Hot Flashes 


The occurrence of frequent hot flashes in postmenopausal women was found to be 
associated with significantly lower body weight and total and bioavailable levels of 
circulating estrogens. 


Variable Effects of Danazol on Endometriosis at 4 Low-Dose 
Levels 


Although clinical and laparoscopic improvement in endometriosis was observed 
with low-dose danazol, residual disease was common, recurrence rate higher, and 
pregnancy rate lower than results with the full-dose regimen. However, a positive 
relationship emerged between development of amenorrhea and degree of 
laparoscopic improvement. 


In Vivo Availability of Circulating Estradiol in Postmenopausal 
Women With and Without Endometrial Cancer 


A study indicating estradiol available for transport across the blood-brain barrier 
exceeds the dialyzable moiety suggests more circulating estradiol is available in 
obese, older women, making these women greater risks for estradiol’s action at 
tissue level. 


Recurrent Cancer of the Cervix Following Radical Hysterectomy 
and Pelvic Node Dissection 


The poor prognosis of recurrent cervical cancer following radical hysterectomy and 
pelvic node dissection is demonstrated in a study of 40 patients, among whom only 
5 are alive after 5 years. 


Uterine Stromatosis: A Report of 33 Cases 


Clinical description of stromatosis, an uncommon condition, is offered. 
Progesterone therapy controlled the spread of uterine stromatosis in a series of 33 
cases. Regression of extrauterine disease was also observed. 


Intrafascial Abdominal and Vaginal Hysterectomy: A 
Reappraisal 


Intrafascial hysterectomy preserves intricate connections between the upper vagina 
and the endopelvic fascia, providing good support of the former. The intrafascial 
technique may reduce danger of injury to the urinary tract and bowel as well as 
risk of postoperative pelvic infection. 


Observations on the Anatomy of the Rectovaginal Pouch and 
Septum 


Neither parturition nor prolapse alter the depth of the rectovaginal pouch, and 
there is no relationship between the depth of the rectovaginal pouch and the 
presence of enterocele. 
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Pregnancy Success Following Surgical Correction of Imperforate 
Hymen and Complete Transverse Vaginal Septum 


Conception is more likely to occur following surgical correction of imperforate 
hymen than of complete transverse vaginal septum, the placement of which also 
affects fertility. Prompt diagnosis and correction may preserve fertility through 
prevention of endometriosis. 


Evaluation of a Preterm Birth Prevention Program: Preliminary 
Report 


A program for prevention of preterm birth by patient instruction of the subtle signs 
of preterm labor and staff education is presented. The initial results suggest that a 
reduction in the incidence of preterm deliveries has been achieved. 


Treatment of Premature Labor with Subcutaneous Terbutaline 


Successful tocolysis with B-sympathomimetic drugs appears to be possible without 
the need for intravenous therapy and at lower doses than customarily used. 


Twin Pregnancies—A Continuing Perinatal Challenge 


Early ultrasonography increased the detection of twin pregnancies. Although bed 
rest instituted after the 29th week prolonged gestation, it did not alter perinatal 
outcome, as delivery prior to 30 weeks’ gestation was associated with the greatest 
perinatal loss. 


Maternal Serum Levels of Placental Protein 5 in Complications 
of Late Pregnancy 


Placental protein 5 levels were measured in normal and complicated pregnancies to 
determine their prognostic value. Complicated pregnancies had elevated levels 
significantly more frequently than did normal pregnancies. 


Outcome of Pregnancy in 31 Triplet Gestations 


Gestation and labor of 31 triplet pregnancies were analyzed to determine which 
factors favorably influence outcome. The most frequent antenatal complications and 
the causes of the series’s improved results are detailed. 


Reduction of Rhy(D) Sensitization: A Cost-Effective Analysis 


Prophylactic RhoGAM at 28 weeks’ gestation proved more cost-effective than 
Fetaldex post partum or increased postpartum RhoGAM usage in reducing Rho(D) 
sensitization. 


Anticoagulant Therapy in the Prevention of Placental Infarction 
and Perinatal Death 


Women whose earlier pregnancies involved placental infarction, growth 
retardation, and/or stillbirth delivered normal infants after treatment with warfarin 
and/or heparin. No adverse reactions to therapy were noted. 


Antenatal Diagnosis of Sickle Cell Disease: Amniotic Fluid Cell 
DNA Analysis 


Pregnancies at risk for sickle cell disorders were examined with recombinant DNA 
methods and amniocentesis. Establishment of direct gene linkages reliably 
predicted the hematologic phenotype antenatally. 


Conditions Affecting Nonstress Test Results 


Results of nonstress tests (NSTs) were correlated with various factors to discern 
their effect on NST patterns. Patterns seem unrelated to such variables as maternal 
obesity, fasting, time of day, amniocentesis, or certain medications. 


Midtrimester Abortion Induced by Radix Trichosanthis: 
Morphologic Observations in Placenta and Fetus 


The use of Radix trichosanthis in China as a safe, effective, and relatively 
inexpensive method of midtrimester abortion is discussed. 
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Infection as a Predominant Cause of Perinatal Mortality 


Because viral and bacterial infections were demonstrated to be a common cause of 
perinatal and neonatal deaths, autopsies from all such cases and routine culture 
specimens from all infants admitted to neonatal intensive care units are 
recommended. 


Instruments & Methods 


A Modified Laparoscopic Entry Technique Using a Finger 


A special laparoscopic technique is described involving the simple, yet safe, use of 
an index finger to explore the area surrounding surgical adhesions. 


Physiologic Estradiol Replacement Following Oophorectomy: 
Failure to Maintain Precastration Gonadotropin Levels 


Significant increases in serum FSH and LH after oophorectomy in premenopausal 
women resulted despite maintenance of midfollicular phase levels of 17f-estradiol. 
This suggests that physiologic amounts of 178-estradiol cannot alone prevent 
serum gonadotropin elevation. 


Reliability of Endometrial Aspiration Cytology in the 
Assessment of Endometrial Status 


Results of 120 women investigated by endometrial aspiration cytology are 
compared with subsequent histologic findings. Areas of discrepancy are evaluated 
and the role of endometrial cytology in routine gynecologic practice discussed. 


Review 


Medical Management of Mammary Dysplasia 


The medical therapy for patients with mammary dysplasia (fibrocystic disease of 
the breast) has been a dilemma for the practicing gynecologist. The efficacy of 
different management regimens is critically reviewed and a rational treatment 
protocol recommended. 


Certification List 


MAY 


Chorioamnionitis in the Preterm Gestation 


The diagnosis of choricamnionitis and its effect on maternal and neonatal outcome 
in the preterm gestation were evaluated. Chorioamnionitis significantly increases the 
risk of neonatal RDS, neonatal infection, and perinatal mortality. 


Single-Dose Antimicrobial Therapy for Asymptomatic 
Bacteriuria During Pregnancy 


Single-dose, single-antimicrobial therapy proved effective in two thirds of pregnant 
patients with asymptomatic bacteriuria. The cure rate can be viewed positively for 
populations with poor compliance to prescribed medication. 


Pelvic Inflammatory Disease: Etiologic Studies with Emphasis 
on Chlamydial Infection 


Of 65 laparoscopically verified cases of pelvic inflammatory disease, Chlamydia 
trachomatis was isolated from the cervix in 46.4% and from the fallopian tubes in 
16.1%, while 88% revealed IgG antibodies to C trachomatis in serum. Perihepatitis 
was seen in 27.7%. 


Evidence for Microbial Transfer by Spermatozoa 


In vitro evidence that spermatozoa can carry bacteria through ovulatory-phase 
cervical mucus is provided. Bacteria originally present in the seminal fluid and 
bacteria exogenously added to live spermatozoa were shown to migrate in the 
cervical mucus. 
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Treatment of Common Gynecologic—Endocrinologic Symptoms 
by Allergy Management Procedures 


Skin testing to determine specific dose requirements allowed use of extremely small 
doses of progesterone to produce rapid and effective clearing of progesterone- 
related symptoms in common obstetric-gynecologic syndromes. 


Effect of Cytologic Screening on the Detection of Cervical 
Carcinoma 


The majority of cervical lesions detected among women previously screened were 
early stage cancers. Provided that the last screening was within 3 years, no 
difference in the rate of such lesions according to the time interval could be found. 


Carcinoma of the Endometrium III. Analysis of 865 Cases of 
Adenocarcinoma and Adenoacanthoma 


Age at diagnosis and histologic type, stage, and grade of tumor are important 
predictors of survival for adenocarcinoma of the endometrium. A systematic 
histologic review with long-term follow-up is essential for accurate analysis. 


Importance of Histologic Grading in the Prognosis of Epithelial 
Ovarian Carcinoma 


The importance of tumor grade, stage, and histologic type in survival of patients 
with ovarian epithelial carcinoma is analyzed. Inclusion of grade in FIGO 
classification is recommended. 


Tamoxifen Therapy for Advanced Ovarian Cancer 


Thirteen patients with recurrent epithelial ovarian cancers were treated with the 
anti-estrogen tamoxifen alone. One patient had a partial response and in 4 rapidly 
progressing disease stabilized. All responders had high or moderate levels of 
estrogen receptor in the tumors. 


Surveillance and Management of Patients at High Genetic Risk 
for Ovarian Carcinoma 


Apparent hereditary patterns of ovarian carcinoma may involve increased risk of 
breast and colorectal cancer. Description of 10 such kindreds emphasizes variation 
in tumor expression and available protocols for early detection and aggressive 
management. The emerging role of pelvic ultrasound is discussed. 


The Clinicopathologic Profile of the Partial Hydatidiform Mole 


The clinicopathologic features of the triploid partial mole represent a dilute version 
of the diploid complete mole, including rare residual trophoblastic disease. Overt 
clinical or pathologically verified choriocarcinoma, however, has not been found. 


Normal Ultrasonic Fetal Weight Curve 


A prospective and retrospective study delineating fetal growth by serial ultrasonic 
measurements in normal low-risk obstetric patients suggests an underestimation of 
normal fetal weight after 28 weeks’ gestation by previous weight for gestational age 
curves. 


Conservative Management of Patients with Premature Rupture 
of Fetal Membranes 


In a review of 109 patients with PROM at or prior to 34 weeks’ gestation, it was 
found that patients who were managed conservatively had a significantly lower 
perinatal mortality and morbidity. 


Recurrence Rate of ABO Hemolytic Disease of the Newborn 


ABO hemolytic disease of the newborn is discussed in terms of severity, 
implications, and probability of recurrence in subsequent siblings. Guidelines for 
antenatal counseling of high-risk mothers are presented. 
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Determination of Fetal Lung Maturity from Amniotic Fluid 
Microviscosity in High-Risk Pregnancy 


Fluorescence polarization values of amniotic fluid samples from normal and 
abnormal pregnancies were correlated with gestation. No complicated pregnancy 
had values significantly different from the control group’s except in diabetics. A 
value of 0.316 + 0.005 is recommended as a fetal lung maturity threshold. 


Fetal Growth and Perinatal Viability in California 


A study supporting previous reports on fetal growth and viability found mortality 
rates more sensitive to birth weight than to gestational age. Optimal weight-age 
combinations were determined, and importance of rapid, sustained fetal growth is 
emphasized 


Prenatal Serum a-Fetoprotein Screening for Neural Tube Defects 


A regional! voluntary study of maternal serum a-fetoprotein screening showed a 
91% sensitivity in identifying subjects with unremarkable histories who were at risk 
for neural tube defect. Nationwide applicability of such a screening program is 
discussed 


Effect of Maternal Triglyceride Ingestion on Fetal Respiratory 
Movements 


Fetal breathing could be stimulated by the maternal oral intake of minera! water. A 
possible explanation for this stimulation might be that distention or stimulation of 
the stomach with fluid by a nervous or hormonal mechanism stimulates the fetus 


Instruments & Methods 


Pubourethral Supports in Perspective: Modified Pereyra 
Procedure for Urinary Incontinence 


Failed urethral suspensory type operations for anatomic stress urinary incontinence 
are related often to suspensory suture pull-out from attenuated endopelvic fascia 
[he modified Pereyra procedure described prevents this complication by binding 
endopelvic fascia to the much stronger pubourethral ligaments 


Pragmatic Factors Influencing the Detection of Neisseria 
gonorrhoeae 


Recovery of Neisseria gonorrhoeae can be adversely influenced by exposure to 
suboptimal temperatures due to short-term nonincubation or no preincubation 
Without careful handling of a culture for N gonorrhoeae, failure to isolate the 
bacteria may not exclude its presence 


Case Reports 


Pregnancy Following Repair of Anal and Vaginal Atresia and 
Bladder Exstrophy 


Pregnancy in a 21-year-old patient following curative repair of bladder exstrophy 
and anal and partial vaginal atresia was successful, despite progressive uterine 


prolapse during gestation. Postpartum management of the prolapse is described. 


Gastric Bleeding Secondary to Laparoscopy in a Patient with 
Salpingitis 


A right tubal rupture distorted the entire abdominal anatomy of a patient 
undergoing laparoscopy, resulting in puncture of the stomach with the Verres 
needle. Contraindications and means of diminishing the risk of the procedure are 
discussed. 


Value of Serial Sonography in the In Utero Detection of 
Duodenal Atresia 


Fetal duodenal atresia was detected by ultrasonography halfway through gestation 
in 2 women, scanned serially before detection. A duodenojejunostomy was 
performed after delivery of both preterm infants; postoperative courses were 
uncomplicated. Early prenatal diagnosis by ultrasonography and subsequent 


amniocentesis is stressed 
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Total Parenteral Nutrition in a Pregnant Insulin-Requiring 
Diabetic 


Total parenteral nutrition was initiated in a class F diabetic patient whose 
pregnancy was complicated by multiple factors, including hemorrhagic gastritis, 
gastroparesis, narcotic addiction, and hypertension. The patient survived despite 
suboptimal diabetes control; the infant died of massive diffuse pulmonary 
hemorrhage. 


Letters 


JUINE 


Biologic Effects of Various Doses of Ethinyl Estradiol in 
Postmenopausal Women 


Biologic effects of different doses of ethinyl estradiol were found to vary between 
different sites of action. Profound effects on hepatic function were observed with all 
doses tested. 


Origin of Serum Estradiol in Postmenopausal Women 


Measurement of circulating androstenedione, testosterone, estradiol and estrone 
production, and metabolism revealed that in postmenopausal women the 
preponderance of circulating estradiol is derived from the peripheral conversion of 
estrone, which in turn is the product of peripheral aromatization of circulating 
androstenedione. 


Peritoneal Fluid Volume and 17f-Estradiol and Progesterone 
Concentrations in Ovulatory, Anovulatory, and Postmenopausal 
Women 


Data on peritoneal fluid volume and 17£-estradiol and progesterone concentrations 
in ovulatory, anovulatory, and postmenopausal women suggest that variations in 
peritoneal fluid during the menstrual cycle are directly related to cyclic ovarian 
activity 


Prophylactic Antibiotics for Cesarean Section: Comparison of 
High- and Low-Risk Patients for Endomyometritis 


Prophylactic antibiotics are efficacious in preventing post—cesarean section infection 
in patients at high and low risk for endomyometritis. The most important risk 
factors are number of pelvic examinations during labor, duration of rupture of 
membranes, and duration of labor. 


Effect of Pregnancy on Diabetic Retinopathy 


A study of insulin-dependent diabetic patients under strict glucose control suggests 
that photocoagulation treatment before and aggressive treatment during pregnancy 
can protect against progressive proliferative retinopathy and visual impairment. 


Reactions of Women to Intrapartum Fetal Monitoring 


Women’s reactions to routine intrapartum fetal monitoring were assessed by 
questionnaire and interview. Positive responses were found although differences in 
reaction were noted based on particular characteristics of the women in 2 hospital 
settings (medical center and community hospital). 


Delivery of the Second Twin 


A retrospective chart review of all non—vertex-presenting twin deliveries revealed a 
corrected neonatal mortality rate of zero irrespective of delivery method. Breech 
extraction was not associated with a statistically significant increase in 5-minute 
Apgar scores of 7 or less. 


Colposcopic and Histologic Findings in Cervical Chlamydial 
Infection 


Colposcopic and histologic examination of women with chlamydial cervicitis 
revealed a high rate of abnormal findings, ie, exophytic follicular appearance, 
atypical transformation zone, and cervical intraepithelial neoplasia. It is important 
to institute colposcopic practices in clinics dealing with sexually transmitted 
diseases. 
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Stage I Vulvar Cancer: Criteria for Microinvasion 

Specific criteria were established to define microinvasion in a subset of patients 
with stage I vulvar cancer. These criteria include depth of invasion, background of 
extensive carcinoma in situ, nonanaplastic histology, and absence of vascular or 
lymphatic invasion. 


Treatment of Cervical Intraepithelial Neoplasia with the Carbon 
Dioxide Laser: Report of 543 Patients 


Patients with cervical intraepithelial neoplasia (CIN) were treated with the carbon 
dioxide laser. Four hundred forty-one women have been followed up and the 
results indicate that the method is effective for treating CIN in carefully selected 
patients. 


Correlation of Perioperative Morbidity and Conization to Radical 
Hysterectomy Interval 


Previous cervical conization was not associated with increased hospital stay, 
operative time, blood loss, or febrile morbidity in patients later undergoing radical 
hysterectomy. These findings suggest that radical hysterectomy may be performed 
safely after cervical conization regardless of the intervening interval. 


Life-Threatening Hypocalcemia and Hypomagnesemia 
Associated with Cisplatin Chemotherapy 


Cisplatin chemotherapy caused severe and symptomatic hypocalcemia and 
hypomagnesemia. This report discusses that side effect of cisplatin and also 
demonstrates the agent's efficacy, as it caused an unresectable ovarian recurrence 
to regress completely. 


Reviews 


Carcinoma of the Cervix Associated with Pregnancy 


Review of the literature indicates that cervical cancer is diagnosed at an earlier 
stage in pregnant patients. Prognosis for the disease appears to be adversely 
affected by pregnancy, but not by vaginal delivery. 


Fetal Preejection Period 

The historical development and important physiologic parameters relating to the 
fetal preejection period are reviewed. The ultimate clinical applicability of this 
parameter as it relates to fetal well-being is discussed. 


Instruments & Methods 


Management of Stage I Carcinoma of the Uterus 


Not all patients with stage I carcinoma of the uterus require radiation therapy as 
well as surgery for cure. A protocol is advanced for case selection and a study of 
140 cases so treated demonstrates the effectiveness of this program. 


Surgical Technique for Clitoral Reduction 


Complete removal of the clitoris to correct clitoromegaly results in loss of sensory 
function and distortion of genital appearance. The present surgical technique 
preserves the glans, thereby retaining tactile sensation and producing a more 
normal external genital appearance. 


Carbon Dioxide Laser Laparoscopy: Initial Experience in 
Experimental Animals and Humans 


The development and initial application of a carbon dioxide laser laparoscope in 
experimental animals and humans are described. Laser laparoscopy may offer 
improved operative therapy for endometriosis. 
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Paraganglioma Complicating Pregnancy and the Puerperium 


A rare case of a paraganglioma (extraadrenal pheochromocytoma) is described. The 
patient presented a confusing clinical picture simulating pregnancy-induced 
hypertension, which, after delivery, masqueraded as intractable fever of unknown 
origin. Computed tomography precisely identified the presence and location of the 
mass. 


Sagittal Sinus Thrombosis in Early Pregnancy 


A successfully managed case of spontaneous sagittal sinus thrombosis at 8 weeks’ 
gestation in a patient with a history of deep vein phlebitis is presented. The 
literature and etiology are reviewed. 


Multiple Antibody Formation in a Primigravida: Anti-D, Anti-C, 
Anti-Kp” 


Clinical and laboratory aspects of an unusual case of multiple antibody production 
in a primigravida during the third trimester are presented. Hemolytic disease of the 
newborn was more severe in the first-born infant than in the second-born. 


Reproduction in Down Syndrome 


Pregnancy and delivery in a woman with trisomy 21 are described. Similar cases in 
the literature are reviewed, and reasons for poor reproductive outcome are 
suggested. 


Ultrasonic Evaluation of the Dandy-Walker Syndrome 


The ultrasonic appearance of cystic dilatation of the fourth cerebral ventricle 
(Dandy-Walker syndrome) is described. Antenatal diagnosis and frequent follow- 
up are stressed as a means of facilitating immediate and effective postnatal 
treatment. 


Meperidine-Induced Sinusoidal Fetal Heart Rate Pattern and 
Reversal with Naloxone 


The development of sinusoidal fetal heart rate pattern in association with maternal 
intrapartum administration of meperidine is described. This sinusoidal pattern was 
reversed with naloxone; thus iatrogenic causes might have initiated this abnormal 
fetal heart rate pattern. 


Carbon Monoxide Intoxication in Early Pregnancy 

A well-documented case of carbon dioxide poisoning in pregnancy in which a small 
but apparently healthy infant was born provides evidence that exposure during 
pregnancy need not necessitate abortion. 


Salmonella bredeney Mastitis During Pregnancy 


Successful management of mastitis caused by Salmonella bredeney, an unusual 
etiologic agent, in a pregnant patient is described. The susceptibility caused by 
pregnancy is also discussed 


Horner Syndrome During Lumbar Epidural Analgesia for 
Obstetrics 


Horner syndrome, a benign complication of lumbar epidural analgesia, warrants 
close maternal and fetal monitoring because of possible accompanying maternal 
hypotension. A case is described of Horner syndrome persisting throughout labor 
and delivery of a healthy infant, then resolving completely. 


Maternal Pulmonary Edema During Premature Labor Inhibition 


Development of pulmonary edema after treatment with terbutaline is examined in 


3 
cases, 1 of which is the first documented case of invasive hemodynamic monitoring 
suggesting that the syndrome’s pathophysiology might not be cardiogenic. 





David A. Nagey & 
M. Carlyle Crenshaw 


Gerard T. Guerinot, 
Steven D. Gitomer, & 
Stephan R. Sanko 


Samuel L. Bruce, 
Richard H. Paul, & 
James Peter Van Dorsten 


William J. Watson, 
Dale A. Sundwall, & 
William L. Benson 


Arthur M. Sutherland 


Frank A. Chervenak, 
Hussein K. Amin, & 
Robert S. Neuwirth 


D. Graham 


Ronald S. Leuchter, 
Edmund S. Petrilli, 
Richard M. Dwyer, 
Neville F. Hacker, 
Thomas W. Castaldo, & 
Leo D. Lagasse 


Raymond H. Kaufman, 

Matti O. Korhonen, 

Thomas Strama, Ervin Adam, & 
Alan Kaplan 


Charles M. Bahary, 

Israel G. Gorodeski, 

Moshe Nilly, Alexander Neri, 
Irina Avidor, & Itzhak J. Garti 


Pulmonary Complications of Isoxsuprine Therapy in the Gravida 


Pulmonary edema and adult respiratory distress is reported in 6 patients treated 
with isoxsuprine. One of these patients received betamethasone. This is the first 
such report. A seventh patient with right middle lobe pneumonia after 
betamethasone and isoxsuprine is included. 


Postpartum Patient with Toxic Shock Syndrome 


The first reported case of postpartum toxic shock syndrome, found in a healthy 
woman with a minor vaginal laceration, is presented. Etiology of the disease is 
postulated to be the interaction of Staphylococcus aureus organisms with an 
unknown toxin. 


Control of Postpartum Uterine Atony by Intramyometrial 
Prostaglandin 


Control of uterine atony after cesarean section was successful in 3 of 5 patients 
using intramyometrial prostaglandin F2, as a final medical alternative. PGF2, was 
unsuccessful, however, when used late after the diagnosis of atony. 


Splenosis Mimicking Endometriosis 


A case of splenosis mistaken for endometriosis at laparotomy is reported, and 
literature on splenosis encountered at gynecologic surgery reviewed. Because 
splenosis may compensate partially for the asplenic state, it is recommended that 
asymptomatic splenosis not be resected at surgery. 


Postmenopausal Tuberculosis of the Femaie Genital Tract 


Cases of postmenopausal genital tuberculosis investigated over a 30-year period are 
reviewed, and 6 new cases treated with a combination of rifampicin, ethambutol, 
and isoniazid are presented. No evidence of recurrence was associated with this 3- 
drug regimen. 


Symptomatic Intrauterine Retention of Fetal Bones 


Four cases of symptomatic intrauterine retention of fetal bones with diverse 
presenting complaints are discussed. The value of hysteroscopy in confirming the 
diagnosis and achieving the successful removal of fetal bones is emphasized. 


Uterine Rupture Occurring During Midtrimester Abortion 


Uterine rupture, an infrequent complication of midtrimester abortion, occurred 
after intraamniotic instillation of hypertonic saline and administration of 
intravenous oxytocin. Cautious use of oxytocin and/or prostaglandins, particularly 
in the older multiparous patient, is recommended. 


Nd:YAG Laser Therapy of Rectosigmoid Bleeding due to 
Radiation Injury 


Successful treatment, using the Nd:YAG laser, of radiation-induced rectal bleeding 
in a patient with cervical carcinoma is presented. The characteristics of the 
Nd:YAG are discussed and compared to the argon and CO, lasers currently in use. 


Development of Clear Cell Adenocarcinoma in DES-Exposed 
Offspring Under Observation 


Clear cell adenocarcinoma of the vagina was found on follow-up study of 2 women 
participating in the National Cooperative Diethylstilbestrol Adenosis project. The 
potential of adenocarcinoma to develop at any age is discussed. 


Intravascular Leiomyomatosis 


Two cases of intravascular leiomyomatosis are described. Both patients died of 
causes directly associated with the tumor invasion to the heart. Review of the 
literature is presented with special comment on the management of this disease 
entity. 
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Verrucous Carcinoma of the Endometrium-—A Unique 
Neoplasm with Long Survival 


A case of verrucous carcinoma of the endometrium associated with long survival is 
described. Possible mechanisms of development of squamous carcinoma of the 
endometrium are discussed. 


Squamous Cell Carcinoma Metastatic to Placenta and Ovary 


A case of squamous cell carcinoma metastatic to the placenta and one ovary was 
discovered at cesarean section. Nasopharyngeal disease is the suspected origin of 
the metastasis. 


Cerebral Blindness in Association with cis-Platinum 
Chemotherapy for Advanced Carcinoma of the Fallopian Tube 


Cortical blindness developed after the 10th course of cis-platinum and doxorubicin in a 
62-year-old woman in whom metastatic fallopian tube carcinoma was discovered. Visual 
acuity completely returned. Platinum was implicated as the possible causative agent in 
the cortical blindness. 


Adenomatoid Tumor of the Uterus Simulating Interstitial 
Pregnancy 


An adenomatoid tumor in a young woman with an intrauterine pregnancy 
manifested as symptoms of an ectopic pregnancy. Because adenomatoid tumors 
may present as uterine abnormalities, the diagnosis between them and interstitial 
pregnancy may be confused. 


Luteal Phase Defect as a Marker of Imminent Ovarian Failure 


A case is presented of luteal phase defect which heralded subsequent premature 
ovarian failure. Current theories of ovarian failure pathogenesis are reviewed 


Massive Edema of the Ovary 


Two unusual cases of massive edema of the ovary are presented, one associated 
with Meigs syndrome and the other with partial ovarian torsion. Other cases im the 
literature are also reviewed. 


Massive Edema of the Ovary and Virilization 


A virilized patient with massive ovarian stromal edema and associated 
endocrinologic disturbances is reported. It is hypothesized that impairment of 
ovarian perfusion and/or stromal edema may result in luteinization of and 
abnormal steroid secretion by stromal cells. 


Endocrine Profile of an Ovarian Androblastoma 


Androgens from androblastoma are responsible for virilization in a 16-year-old girl, 
gravida 0, despite aromatizing enzyme activities within normal limits, and both A* 
and A* pathways are involved in the biosynthesis of androgens, with that of A° 
being predominant. 


In Vivo Steroid Studies in Luteoma of Pregnancy 


Endocrine studies were performed in 2 cases of incidentally discovered pregnancy 
luteomas. Both luteomas were found to be functionally active and the peripheral 
steroid concentrations were similar to those reported previously in virilizing 
luteomas. 


Massive Ovarian Mucinous Cystadenoma of Low Malignant 
Potential 


The removal of an 8C.3-kg ovarian neoplasm of low malignant potential is described 
in a triad of clinical aspects: gynecology-plastic surgery—psychiatry. 
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